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Amendments to the Claims 

1. (Canceled) 

2. (Canceled) 

3* (Currently Amended) A - outting ins e rt in acoordonoo with Claim 2, A cutting insert 
comprising a central body portion_extending between two opposite end portions^ cash end 
portion being provided with a cutting edgeuthe central body portion being provided with upper 
and lower damping abutment surfaces with first and second side surfaces extending 
therebetween; at Jeast one of the first and second side sorfaces_being provided with an axial 
location member, the axial location memberbeing a protrusion, wherein 

the protrusion is square shaped. 

4. (Currently Amended) A cutting insert in accordance with Claim [[2]] 3, having a 1 80° 
rotational symmetry about an axis perpendicular to a longitudinal plane (P) of the cutting insert 
and passing through the center of the protrusion. 

5. (Currently Amended) A - eutting - insort in aooordanoo with Claim 2, A cutting insert 
comprising a central body portion extending between two opposite end portions, each end 
portion being provided with a cutting edge: the central body portion being provided with upp er 
and lower jclampjng abutment surfaces with first and second side surfaces extending 
therebetween: at least one_of_the first and second side surfaces being provided with an axial 
location member, the axialjocation member being a protrusion, wherein 

the upper and lower clamping abutment surfaces are sloped* defining therebetween a 
variable distance so that when the cutting insert is viewed in an end view the distance between 
the upper and lower clamping abutment surfaces is a maximum at the first side surface and a 
minimum at the second side surface. 

6. (Currently Amended) A outting inaort in Qoeordanoo with Claim 2, A cutting insert 
comprising^a„central body portion extending between two opposite end portions, each end 
portion being pro yided with a cutting edge; the central body portion being provided with upper 
and lower clamping abutment_ surfaces with first and second side surfaces extending 
therebetween: at least one of the first and second side surfaces being provided with an axial 
location member, the axial location member being a protrusion, wherein 
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the upper and lower clamping abutment surfaces have the font! of V-shaped protrusions. 

7. (Currently Amended) A cutting ingort-in-QOOortooo with Claim 2 7 A cutting insert 
comprising a central body portion extending between two opposite end portions, each end 
portion being provided with a cutting edge: the central body portion being provided with upper 
and lower clamping_abutment surfaces with first and second side surfaces extending 
therebetween: at least one of the first and second side surfaces being provided with an axial 
location member, the axial location member being a protrusion, wherein 

the upper and lower clamping abutment surfaces have the form of V-shaped grooves. 

8. (Canceled) 

9. (Previously Amended) A cutting tool assembly comprising: 
a cutting insert holder; and 

a cutting insert; 
the cutting insert holder comprising: 

an upper clamping jaw having an upper clamping surface; 
a lower base jaw having a lower clamping surface; 

an insert holder inner side surface extending between the upper and lower 
clamping surfaces; and 

an insert pocket bound on two opposite sides by the upper and lower clamping 
surfaces and bound on a third side extending between the two opposite sides by the insert 
holder inner side surface; the insert holder inner side surface being provided with a 
positioning member; 
the cutting insert comprising: 

a central body portion extending in a longitudinal direction of the cutting insert 
between two opposite end portions, each end portion being provided with a cutting edge; 
the central body portion being provided with upper and lower clamping abutment surfaces 
with first and second side surfaces extending therebetween; at least one of the first and 
second side surfaces being provided with an axial location member; 

wherein the upper clamping abutment surface is configured to abut the upper 
clamping surface; the lower clamping abutment surface is configured to abut the lower 
clamping surface and the positioning member is configured to engage the axial location 
member to thereby fix the axial location of the cutti ng insert; and 

wherein the axial location member is a protrusion and the positioning member is a 
rear surface of a recess in the insert holder inner side surface, the protrusion and the 
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recess being shaped so as to permit sliding insertion and removal of the cutting insert into 
the insert holder, along the longitudinal direction of the catting insert. 

10. (Previously Amended) A cutting tool assembly in accordance with Claim 9, wherein 
the protrusion is square-shaped. 

11. (Previously Amended) A cutting tool assembly in accordance with Claim 9, wherein 
the cutting insert has a 180° rotational symmetry about an axis perpendicular to a longitudinal 
plane (?) of the cutting insert and passing through the center of the protrusion, 

12. (Previously Amended) A cutting tool assembly in accordance with Claim 9, wherein 
the upper and lower clamping abutment surfaces are sloped, defining therebetween a variable 
distance, so that when the cutting insert is viewed in an end view the distance between the upper 
and lower clamping abutment surfaces is a maximum at the first side surface and a minimum at 
the second side surface and the upper and lower clampi ng surfaces of the upper clamping jaw and 
the lower base jaw, respectively, are matchingly sloped, 

13. (Previously Amended) A cutting tool assembly in accordance with Claim 9, wherein 
the upper and lower clamping abutment surfaces have the form of V-shaped protrusions and the 
upper and lower clamping surfaces of the upper clamping jaw and the lower clamping jaw, 
respectively, have the form of matching V-shaped grooves. 

14. (Previously Amended) A cutting tool assembly in accordance with Claim 9, wherein 
the upper and lower clamping abutment surfaces have the form of V-shaped grooves and the 
upper and lower clamping surfaces of the upper clamping jaw and the lower clamping jaw, 
respectively, have the form of matching V-shaped protrusions. 

15. (Previously Added) A cutting tool assembly in accordance with Claim 9, wherein the 
protrusion is spaced apart from the upper and lower clamping abutment surfaces, 

16. (Previously Added) A cutting tool assembly in accordance with Claim 9, wherein 
both the first and second side surfaces of the cutting insert are provided with a protrusion, 

17. (Currently Amended) A cutting insert in accordance with Claim [[2]) 3, wherein the 
protrusion is spaced apart from the upper and lower clamping abutment surfaces. 

18. (Currently Amended) A cutting i n oo rt in ae e ^Fdctneo - wkh - Gloim 2, A cutting insert 
comprising a central body portion extending between, two opposite end portions, each end 
portion being provided with a cutting edge; the central body portion being provided with upper 
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and lower clamping abutment _ surfaces with first and second side surfaces extending 
therebetween: wherein 

both the first and second side surfaces are provided with axial Jojeation members, each 
axial Location member being a protrusion. 

19. (Previously Added) A cutting insert comprising a central body portion extending in a 
longitudinal direction of the. cutting insert between two opposite end portions, each end portion 
being provided with a cutting edge; the central body portion being provided with upper and lower 
clamping abutment surfaces with first and second side surfaces extending therebetween; at least 
one of the first and second side surfaces being provided with an axial location member formed as 
an axially directed recess open in said longitudinal direction, 

20. (Previously Added) A cutting insert in accordance with Claim 19, wherein the axially 
directed recess is spaced apart from the upper and lower clamping abutment surfaces. 

21. (Previously Added) A cutting insert in accordance with Claim 19, wherein both the 
first and second side surfaces are provided with an axially directed recess. 

22. (Previously Added) A cutting insert in accordance with Claim 19, wherein said at 
least one of the first and second side surfaces is provided with two axially directed recesses 
facing in opposite directions. 

23. (Previously Added) A cutting tool assembly comprising: 
a cutting insert holder, and 

a cutting insert; 
the cutting insert bolder comprising: 

an upper clamping jaw having an upper clamping surface; 
a lower base jaw having a lower clamping surface; 

an insert holder inner side surface extending between, the upper and lower 
clamping surfaces; and 

an insert pocket bound on two opposite sides by the upper and lower clamping 
surfaces and bound on a third side extending between the two opposite sides by the insert 
holder inner side surface; the insert holder inner side surface being provided with a 
positioning member; 
the cutting insert comprising: 



-5- 

WA5HINGTON I09330vl 



PAGE 519 * RCVD AT 3/1 1/2004 10:05:21 AM [Eastern Standard Time] * SVR: USPT0-EFXRF-1/1 * DNiS:8729306 * CS!D:70391 82265 * DURATION (mm-ss):03-12 



MAR.11'2004 10:05 7039182265 



#4186 P. 006 

Amendment - 09/873,331 



a central body portion extending in a longitudinal direction of the cutting insert 
between two opposite end portions, each end portion being provided with a cutting edge; 
the central body portion being provided with upper and lower clamping abutment surfaces 
with first and second side surfaces extending therebetween; at least one of the first and 
second side surfaces being provided with an axial location member; 

wherein the upper clamping abutment surface is configured to abut the upper 
clamping surface; the lower clamping abutment surface is configured to abut the lower 
clamping surface and the positioning member is configured to engage the axial location 
member to thereby fix the axial location of the cutting insert; and 

wherein the axial location member is an. axially directed recess open in said 
longitudinal direction and the positioning member is a protrusion on the insert holder 
inner side surface, the axially directed recess and the protrusion being shaped so as to 
permit sliding insertion and removal of the cutting insert into the insert holder, along said 
longitudinal direction. 

24. (Previously Amended) A cutting tool assembly in accordance with Claim 23, wherein 
the axially directed recess is spaced apart from the upper and lower clamping abutment surfaces. 

25. (Previously Amended) A cutting tool assembly in accordance with Claim 23, wherein 
both the first and second side surfaces are provided with an axially directed recess. 

26. (Previously Amended) A cutting tool assembly in accordance with Claim 23, wherein 
said at least one of the first and second side surfaces is provided with two axially directed 
recesses facing in opposite directions. 

27. (Previously Added) A cutting insert comprising a central body portion extending in a 
longitudinal direction of the cutting insert between two opposite end portions, each end portion 
being provided with a cutting edge; the central body portion being provided with sloped upper 
and lower clamping abutment surfaces which define therebetween a variable distance, the sloped 
upper and lower clamping abutment surfaces having first and second side surfaces extending 
therebetween; at least one of the first and second side surfaces being provided with an axial 
location member, wherein the axial location member is shaped so as to permit insertion of the 
cutting insert along said longitudinal direction. 

28. (Previously Added) A cutting insert in accordance with Claim 27, wherein, when the 
cutting insert is viewed in an end view, the distance between the upper and lower clamping 
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abutment surfaces is a maximum at the first side surface and a minimum at the second side 
surface. 

29. (Previously Added) A cutting insert in accordance with Claim 27, wherein the upper 
and lower clamping abutment surfaces have the form of V-shaped protrusions. 

30. (Previously Added) A cutting insert in accordance with Claim 27, wherein the upper 
and lower clamping abutment surfaces have the form of V-shaped grooves. 

3 1 . (Previously Added) A cutting tool assembly comprising; 
a cutting insert holder; and 

a cutting insert; 
the cutting insert holder comprising: 

an upper clamping jaw having an upper clamping surface; 
a lower base jaw having a lower clamping surface; 

an insert holder inner side surface extending between the upper and lower 
clamping surfaces; and 

an insert pocket bound on two opposite sides by the upper and lower clamping 
surfaces and bound on a third side extending between the two opposite sides by the insert 
holder inner side surface; the insert holder inner side surface being provided with a 
positioning member; 
the cutting insert comprising: 

a central body portion extending in a longitudinal direction of the cutting insert 
between two opposite end portions, each end portion being provided with a cutting edge; 
the central body portion being provided with sloped upper and lower clamping abutment 
surfaces which define therebetween a variable distance, the sloped upper and lower 
clamping abutment surfaces having first and second side surfaces extending 
therebetween; at least one of the first and second side surfaces being provided with an 
axial location member, 

wherein the upper clamping abutment surface is configured to abut the upper 
clamping surface; the lower clamping abutment surface is configured to abut the lower 
clamping surface and the positioning member is configured to engage the axial location 
member to thereby fix the axial location of the cutting insert; and 

wherein the axial location member and the positioning member are shaped so as 
to permit sliding insertion and removal of the cutting insert into the insert holder, along 
said longitudinal direction. 
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32. (Previously Added) A cutting insert in accordance with Claim 31; wherein, when the 
cutting insert is viewed in an end view, the distance between the upper and lower clamping 
abutment surfaces is a maximum at the first side surface and a minimum at the second side 
surface, 

33. (Previously Added) A cutting insert in accordance with Claim 31, wherein the upper 
and lower clamping abutment surfaces have the form of V-shaped protrusions. 

34. (Previously Added) A cutting insert in accordance with Claim 31 5 wherein the upper 
and lower clamping abutment surfaces have the form of V-shaped grooves. 
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